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However, the Sultan who had ielt the edge of the
Muscovite sword died in 1754, and immediately the pashas
changed their attitude : " It is no longer Sultan Mah-
mud's reign! " they used to say, and the Russian en-
croachments at which they had hitherto connived now
moved them to vigorous remonstrance. The period
of tension lasted till 1768, when the long-twisted cable
snapped, and there ensued a conflict which, both on
account of its duration and of its consequences, deserves

a somewhat fuller notice.

*****

In the summer of that year the Polish troubles had
reached a climax: the Confederates, who were morally
supported by France and Turkey, were routed by the
Dissidents who enjoyed the dubious blessing of Russia's
military support, and a body of the defeated patriots
sought among the Sultan's Tartar subjects refuge from
the ferocity of Catherine- IFs Cossacks. They were
pursued over the frontier by the Cossacks, who assaulted
them in the town of Balta, killed many and made the
rest prisoners, incidentally setting fire to the town. This
outrage, magnified by rumour into a deliberate massacre
of a thousand Moslem men, women and children, caused
an outburst of frenetic indignation in Stambul The
city and its suburbs rang with the cry for revenge : only
the blood of giaours could atone for the murder of True
Believers. At the Porte a council was hastily called, the
result of which was that messengers were forthwith sent
to collect troops, and in a few days several companies of
Janissaries and others were dispatched north.1

Catherine did not want-war at that moment; and her

1 John Murray to the Earl of Shelburne, Aug. i, 1768. This
and the other dispatches cited in the following pages will be found
in S.P. Foreign, Turkey, No. 44